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Jack Griffin settled for ashes two weeks before he died last month.

His public request for a green burial — one in which a body is allowed to decompose and nourish other
organisms — was ultimately snarled in red tape.

Griffin acknowledged that his timing was bad.

“I doubt I’ll make it,” he said in mid-February. “I’m not getting any stronger.”

EARLIER: Griffin: Let me decompose in peace (/story/life/2018/01/25/green-burial-plans-elude-vermont-
hospice-resident/1020400001/)

Cremation, Griffin decided, would be the next best thing — and at a thousand bucks or so, several times cheaper than a full-blown casket-and-vault
burial.

Pancreatic cancer outpaced the efforts of fellow green-burial advocates to secure Griffin a final, earthy berth.

Legally, the groundwork has been laid. Vermont burial laws (https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/886632/digging-deep-2017.pdf) were amended last year to
allow for shallower-than-usual interments in public graveyards.

RELATED: Vermont approves shallower graves. Now what? (/story/news/2017/02/21/green-burial-advocates-vermont-lobby-shallower-graves
/97788628/)

Cemeteries, however, have been slow to adapt to the new rules, said Carl Anderson, a West Berkshire-based wildlife biologist and co-founder of
nonprofit Green Burial Vermont (https://www.greenburialvermont.org/).

Anderson worked closely with Griffin in his final month. He chased down offers from cemeteries in New York, Ohio and Massachusetts and researched
several promising in-state plots.

A Vermont man offered to adopt Griffin, in a last-ditch effort to allow lawful access to a family cemetery, beyond the reach of cemetery commissions and
their operating rules, Anderson said.

“We did all we could,” said Anderson. “Ultimately, though, the end of life is no time to be working through this set of complexities.”

Gaining ground, slowly

Anderson and others say they have redoubled efforts to simplify Vermonters’ access to simple, shallow burials.

Anderson is on the agenda to pitch the idea at the Vermont Cemetery Association’s annual meeting in May.

The complexity of Griffin’s request prompted Tom Tailer, an Essex-based earth-science educator, to explore the creation of a green cemetery on land he
owns.

It can’t happen overnight, he discovered.

Tailer hopes to form a co-op that would buy the land, which has room for 150 – 350 burial plots. Some of the land would be set aside as a preserved
natural area.
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An undated photograph of Jack
Griffin, who died at age 83 on Feb.
20, 2018. (Photo: Courtesy Lee
Griffin)

But first, Tailer wrote in an email, “we will need to get an engineering plot analysis after the ground thaws.”

'Hang in there until things improve'

Progress of this sort encourages Josh Slocum, executive director of South Burlington-based nonprofit Funeral
Consumers Alliance (https://funerals.org/).

But, Slocum cautions, green burials risk sliding into the realm of a "boutique" or "social-virtue-signalling"
purchases.

"The only thing that's new about green burials is the name," Slocum continued. "Human beings have been
placing bodies directly in the earth for more thousands of years than have ever been recorded."

Slocum's advice: Face up to our society's reluctance to treat death as a common, physical phenomenon; and
"shop before you drop."

Lee Griffin, Jack's widow, needs no such reminder. Her deceased husband’s late-blooming fascination for green burials steers her own, final plans.

“It changed my mind. Now I’ll try to hang in there until things improve,” she said.

On Monday, Lee Griffin emailed a short poem that her husband had written.

It reads: “Man of modest verbs/ He puttered, he dithered/ He moseyed and considered/ Then going as a ready guest/ Of an ever-roiling world/ He
ripened/ He withered.”

Jack Griffin’s cause, even against daunting odds, was typical of the man, Lee said.

“He loved publicity. And he loved to be right,” she said.
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Contact Joel Banner Baird at 802-660-1843 or joelbaird@freepressmedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @VTgoingUp.
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Download our app (https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/memberguide/apps/ ) or
subscribe to the Burlington Free Press. (http://offers.burlingtonfreepress.com/article)

"Greening Death: Reclaiming Burial Practices and Restoring Our Tie to the Earth" (/story/life/2015/11/06/greening-death---book-
excerpts/74876028/)
“Final Rights: Reclaiming the American Way of Death” (/story/life/2015/11/06/final-rights---book-excerpts/75036086/)
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YOU ALSO MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN ...

No sign of trouble at local Toys R Us as rumors of bankruptcy fly
(https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2018/03/09/no-sign-trouble-local-
toys-r-us-rumors-bankruptcy-fly/411523002/)

National Walkout Day: What students have planned in Vermont schools on March 14
(https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/vermont/2018/03/12/national-
walkout-day-what-students-have-planned-vermont-schools-march-14/416751002/)

Gun activists plan 'emergency appeal' to sway lawmakers in Montpelier
(https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/politics/government/2018/03/12/gun-
activists-plan-emergency-appeal-sway-lawmakers-montpelier/416666002/)

Green burial plans elude Burlington-area hospice resident
(https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/life/2018/01/25/green-burial-plans-elude-
vermont-hospice-resident/1020400001/)

Stowe blanks Missisquoi 5-0 to capture first girls hockey title
(https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/sports/high-school/2018/03/12/stowe-
blanks-missisquoi-5-0-capture-first-girls-hockey-title/418954002/)

Read or Share this story: http://bfpne.ws/2Io9ZuC
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